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5208 Glenwood Road
Bethesda, Maryland
Nove 9, 1948

Dear John and Dona,

Here 1s Pop's letter. He also sent me yours t0 him of Oct.
thirteenth, and I found it most interesting. I was partia larly
E‘,lsnaad to hear aboul Peedee's dental experisences, because we had

en thinking about that sodium flworide business for L.J. The
dentist here told me he wouldn't do anything more than look over
my child's mouth as {ot, in order to bulld ug an idea that the den=
tist isn't such a rat after all, in which matter we are in agreement.
L.J. still asks susplieiocusly if unidentified men are doctors, ale
though it has been elght or ten months since his last experience
in the hospital in Caracas, where he had his stomach pumped out due
to having swallowed & match . He haz kept away from matches and
doctors ever simte then., I want him to think that dentits's aren't
gulte so kad.

Things are finally settlming down to some sort of order here,
Dona will be horrified to leam f.ha% I sewd up & whole slew of gurtains,
bedspreads, and dust-fuffles myslef pers nally by band, with highly
amateurish results which plesse me enormously nonetheless. *hey are

my bables, see? Since I ®n't know how to use one of those sewing
machines, I am reluctantly forced to make things by hand. My task is
lightened in the evanin§ however, when William reads alouwd tome f®n
Gibbon's Decline and Fall, a book which he and I caune to love down in
Caracas. It's wonderful escape reading, and extremely well written.
Down there when time was all I had on hands day in and day out I
managed to finsih both volumes of the :{d Mgdern Library edition in a
matter of two months, but heaven only knows how long it will take old
William © fimhkeh., But it's the sort of thing you can pilek up h re and
there happlly, since we all know what happens in the end.

0ld Laurence J hn is coming on apace. His converation is wonder-
ful and strange. ihe other day we heard him, in the midst of a long and
half-heard soliloquy, shout out "But it's so stupid, that's what I can't
understandy Why do they do it?®" wWe never found out what he considered so
stupld, bub it gave us to think. He still switches suddenly from belng
an engineer to being a garbage truck driver to being a bulldozer oper=
ator to being a little teddy bear to being a squirrel to being a milk-
@man, and we have to be careful what we call him if we wish to ?lacat.o
him, for he will not obey when called by the wrong name and it's rather
hard to keep ug with hls metamorphoses. I told him he was &he Metamorphe
osis Ki1d the other dsy, and he said he had seen & GREAT BIG metamorphow
8ls at the zoo last Sunday, so that settled that. wWhen asked who won the
elections he will joyfully respond "Uncle Hawwy did!" He wants to know
 about what the sun 1s, and what the stars are, and if the sun is a
star, dowe Bee it at night in the sky along with the other stara? If
not WHY not? His best friends are Herb the milk men and Mr. CGarbagema .
Vifginal Davis, my Caracas friend now in Washington, showed him her
silver Tox secarf the other night and told him ii was & nice soft little
bunni. “‘hat's not a rabbit," correcped L.J. "wel then, it must be g
hop toads "ammended a chastened v1rg§n1a. "Hop toadsdon®t have fur,
announced Laurence John, "‘hey have skin. Bunnies have fur and dogs.have
fur but hop toads and Laurence John have akin.” Virginia retired from the
fray in complete rout, bul L.J. didn't hold her ignorance against her.
I sincerely hope that in later years John and Laurence Jnhn will get
along well toiethor, and that L.J. will really be able to have the
advantage of listening to krmikkex Uncle John explain things. Hard as it
is at this point to see where L.J.'s futube interests will lie, I have
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reasona to hope that they will lile in the direction of things sclen-

tific or at least mechenical. Brother John always uded to be able work
up gg_ interest in his subjects, and if he cowuld with such a scape=-

grace as me, I should think he could do so twlce as well with a young
person with more markel scinetific leanings, in which class I devout-
ly hope baurence J%hn will be numbered. In any case, 1 hope you won't
forget, as I haven't that if it is at all possible and ¢ mvenlent, b 4
should be more than grateful if L.J. could spend some of hls adolescent
time with you in exchange for my having the pleasure of a }.ong, long
visit from Peedee and/or Leslyn, in whatever part of the world we may
then be. ‘

it's wnderful to have a home again after so mueh knocklng abou
from hotelwto post, and it was particularly fine to put away the last
sulitcase., for two months I was convinced that I would per#sh completely
pefore the work was dome, but &s you note & survived. Now tlhat Christ-
mas is coming up I have a feeling work is piling up once more, though,
and me with one more bedspread to make! In the matter of Christmas
presents, 1 asked Pop to meke a list of things Helen needed, but before
the list finally arrived I had given up hope, and gone out and bought
a whole batch of fancy groceries which I thought they would not be
likely tc have access to over there, and the groceries are now pre=-
sumebly on their way. So perhaps you and the children could chose from

the l1ist Fop éndl oses in this letter if you haven't already sent off
your pressnts.

I hope that you will be able to come down to washington some time,
in 8 body or individually,and stay with us. We have a guest room with a
double bed, and we could prdmably roust around for scme small beds. In
fact we do have a porch chaise longue with a Simmons matress which can
be used as a sirgle bed very ¢ omf ortably. We should be sluply delighted
if you ever could come, sc think about it, won't you?

Time to get lunch.

Love,
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